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Dear Reader,

The initials AYE will have become very familiar to any-
body associated with the Augustinians in England and
Scotland by August 2010—Augustinian Youth Encoun-
ter. On the inside pages there is a full description of
what the event is about and of the preparations to date,
which will absorb a huge amount of our energies during
the coming months.

For quite a number of years, our province has promoted
a ministry to young people, starting at an early age. In
the nature of things, young people grow up and move
on, but some of them stay with us through to adulthood.

Local groups have their own varying activities. Re-
gional and national weekends are organised. At these
events, youngsters meet others of their own age-group,
find that they too are serious about their faith, find they
are able to discuss issues of church and faith without
pressure or embarrassment, knowing they are in friendly
company. At the same time they have a lot of fun to-
gether, make friends, keep in touch and return to their
parish and school routines, but now feeling strengthened
in their faith and less intimidated by contemporaries
who choose to scoff at church, religion etc.

At another level, the Creative Partnership Community,
which flourished for a few years but then faded, gave a
goodly number of young adults an experience of living
in a community centred on faith. They too went their
different ways eventually, many of them now making
substantial contributions to their parishes and to the
local church.

The international gatherings every few years bring to-
gether young adults from Augustinian centres all over
the world. It is a week centred on faith, on prayer, on
serious discussion, seasoned by socialising and fun oc-
casions, where, again, long-term friendships are estab-
lished and an unforgettable experience strengthens their
commitment to their faith.

A school leaver leaves home and goes to London to
study. There she finds a community to which she al-
ready belongs and which welcomes her, a community
centred on church and faith.

Benard OSUA
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Harborne

A parishioner, David Williams, has been ac-
cepted to study for the permanent deaconate.
The course will be directed by distance learning
from the Maryvale Institute, lasting three years.

Meanwhile David is the leader of the team that
will continue Bible Study in the parish, the pro-
gramme until Christmas covering the Psalms
and a session on Luke’s Gospel in preparation
for Year C.

The Whacky Races proved to be a great attrac-
tion, the celebrity Adrian Chiles taking part with
great zest.

St Mary’s primary school had its OFSTED in-
spection before the summer holidays and have
recently received the report which describes the
school as ‘outstanding’ (the highest award) in
the general state and in particular its religion.
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. . . | Abigail MacMillan describes her visit to Zimbabwe on behalf of CAFOD
St Mary’s parish has become a Fairtrade parish. 9

This means it undertakes to use fair-trade coffee and tea at all
parish events, and will move towards using fair-trade sugar,
biscuits etc. It will endeavour to promote fair-trade in whatever
way possible.

Some of our parishes are or have been associated with the Little
Sisters of the Poor, and will rejoice with them that their foun-
dress Jeanne Jugan was canonised on 11 October. Many local
celebrations will take place to mark the event, for which the
sisters and their collaborators have been praying daily for many
years.

Four parishioners did a sponsored walk along the length of Ha-
drian’s Wall during the summer and raised £2,428 for CAFOD.
Another parishioner did the North-East half-marathon and raised
over £800, also for CAFOD..

A Parish Celebration in Harborne:
Report by parishioner Andrea Handel

pa—
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On the weekend of 10/11" October 2009, after all Masses, the
Parish Centre was buzzing with a cordial air as the many groups
involved in the community life of the parish were represented.
These numbered thirty in all and included, (in no particular or-
der of priority): CAFOD, Traidcraft, Credit Union, Whacky
Races (the annual summer social and fund -raiser), The Parish
Website, Memorial cards, R.C.I.A., Tuesday Club-for the over
60’s, Credo (Opportunity to develop and deepen faith),
Churches together in Harborne (Ecumenical), S.V.P., Scripture
Study group, Liturgy group and Children’s liturgy, Car circle (to
assist otherwise housebound parishioners partake in Sunday
worship), Faith through Art, Baptism and Confirmation prepara-
tory groups, Week-end Readers, Children’s Rosary, Guild of St
Stephen (Altar servers), Flower Arranging, Youth Group, Direc-
tion for Our Times Prayer Group, Choirs, Finance Committee,
St Mary’s School, St Gabriel’s Stamp Club, BUMA boxes (to
support Augustinian Missions) and lastly but by no means least,
The Augustinians themselves!

Fair trade teas and coffees were the order of the day, with a
shared lunch too. A flower demonstration, including a few
trade secrets, and several new recruits later, added to the
convivial atmosphere befitting a celebration. In stark con-
trast a presentation on a visit to Zimbabwe by the CAFOD
diocesan manager for Birmingham, reminded us of another
reality shared by our fellow brethren, yet despite the hard-
ship, the ‘hope’ for positive change was very real. We can
all be an inspiration to each other. And in building our
| Christian community, we are reminded by St. Paul in 1
Corinthians 12:4-7 that, “There are different kinds of spiri-

. ‘r“ tual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There are different
-

 ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are
different abilities to perform service, but the same God
gives ability to everyone for their particular service. The
Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person for
the good of all.”

The peace of the body is the tempering of the component parts in duly ordered proportion;
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Green Shoots

We are happy to welcome Mark Cresswell, who has begun his
pre-novitiate, resident in Hoxton, under the guidance of Paul
Graham.

We are also happy for the Irish Province who have a candidate
beginning the novitiate in Racine.

The Australian Province have three novices, two Vietnamese,
eventually destined to establish the Order in Vietnam, and an-
other for their own province.

Our pre-novice, Mark, came to us from the Discernment Com-
munity in Dorville Crescent. Another member of last year’s
community has joined the Westminster diocesan seminary. For
the coming year, five members have joined the community and
assembled on Sunday, 27 September..

Hoxton

Three times a year the parish holds a baptism preparation course
for parents. Recently, seventeen sets of parents turned up for the
interview before the course, began, given by a Nigerian cate-
chist. They came from the following countries: Ghana, Angola,
Zimbabwe, Hungary, Britain (!), Nigeria, Congo, Zambia,
Greece, Togo and Jamaica. We reckon that people from at least
forty different nationalities worship in St Monica’s Church.

The Headteacher of St Monica’s Primary School claims that
upwards of 100 languages and dialects are spoken in the homes
of the children. This term the school accepted its first children
from Turkmenistan and Turkey—there is a large community of
Turks and Kurds in Hoxton. Remarkably, St Monica’s came top
among the primary schools in Hackney for Literacy.

The Gulbenkian Foundation, a charity that exists to foster recon-
ciliation among different cultures, has just moved its UK base to
Hoxton Square. On September 30 it organised a celebration of
the area’s diversity called ‘Hoxton Squared’. Music from dif-
ferent countries was performed at venues in the square, includ-
ing a performance of Gospel Music in St Monica’s Church.

Hammersmith

A prayer group of young adults now meets every Thursday in
the Church—sacred songs, Gospel reading, reflection, adoration,
intercession.

Clare

In October “Friends of Augustine” from Carlisle, Hythe,
Rayleigh, Clare Priory and Dutch Friends from the Familia Au-
gustiniana Nederland attended a weekend at Boarbank Convent.
Our Guest Speaker was Fr Martin Nolan OSA from Ireland.

The weekend was designed to bring us together Intent upon God
in oneness of mind and heart; to quench our thirst for a greater
insight into Augustine's teachings, bringing us closer to God and
each other. We also spent time to discuss and plan the way for-
ward, much helped by our Dutch friends.

The full text of Fr Martin's talk along with agenda, photos and an
outline of the business meeting may be found at
www.friendsofaugustine.org. Our next gathering is being sched-
uled for April 2010 at Clare Priory. For more details please con-

tact us through this web site or lan Harding on 01638500211.

Youth are being catered for by a Faith and Friendship group,
organised by the parish pastoral worker, Magdalen and her team.
It is for year 10 (age 14+) and above and runs in conjunction
with the neighbouring Haverhill parish, who have a similar
group. There will be serious events during the day, concluding
with a BBQ.

Broomhouse

On the 23 October a Mary's Meals Meal and Auction raised over
£5000 - over £4000 on the night - in about 3 hours! David
McGuire was at the heart of organising this event with the help
of Sheila Hay, his wife Liz and many others.

As well as bottles of whisky donated by Scottish MPs and foot-
ball shirts and footballs donated and signed by teams like Man
Utd, Chelsea, Celtic and Rangers (they didn't do too well!), we
also had parishioners offering time and service, such as ironing
for 2 hours, cooking a meal for a party, and a day's tour of an
exotic animal and reptile shop. Fr. Gianni offered to do a por-
trait of a parishioner - a woman was kind enough to bid £45 for
it!

Woodvale

On 10-11 October, Claire Webster and Michela No-
tarianni spoke at all the Masses at St John Stone and Sacred
Heart churches in Woodvale, to raise awareness of the interna-
tional Augustinian Youth Encounter. Young adults in the parish
were there to welcome them - Sarah Darcy provided accommo-
dation, Becky Walker drove them to all the Masses and Fr Law-
lor and the community made sure they were well-fed and wa-
tered! Rick Kelly, another young adult who had been with the
group to Sydney helped out on the Saturday evening at the get-
together in the social club, where around 10 teenagers turned up
to hear more about the event and how they could get involved.

The extensive and well-kept gardens are maintained by parish
volunteers , who organise ‘Parish Gardening Days’ to do a major
spruce up and maintain the high standards. Tools and refresh-
ments are provided.

A Nostalgic Visit

Your editor spent a long weekend in Scotland to direct a retreat
for the Scottish deacons. He spend two days in Dundee and was
able to admire the complete refurbishment of the church of SS
Peter & Paul. The bare-brick walls have been covered with a
bright plaster-paint, a new lighting system and heating system
installed. The big picture over the sanctuary has been removed,
and a wall built cutting off a section of the sanctuary space to
make a room suitable for children’s liturgy and parish meetings.
He was given a warm welcome by people and parish priest.

The house has also been beautifully refurbished and the parish
priest was most welcoming—delighted to have any Augustinian
stay there.

On the return journey, he stopped off briefly in Carlisle to ad-
mire the new junior school—bright, spacious, roomy, beautiful.
The school numbers are bearing up well in spite of the recession.

the peace of body and soul is the duly ordered life and health of a living creature;
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Augustinian Youth Encounter (AYE) 2010
London

Every two/three years, the Augustin- ‘

ians organise a world-wide encounter
of young adults to celebrate and sup-
port each other in their faith. This
event attracts between 300 and 400 —
each time and has taken place in Italy
(Leccetto, Pavia, Rome), in Spain g
(Guadarrama), in Ireland
(Abbeyside), in Germany
(Munnerstadt) and most recently in
Sydney, Australia. This coming year,
2010, the Province of England and
Scotland has been invited to be the
hosts.

The event will take place at the Westminster Di-

ocesan Pastoral Centre at London Colney, near St

The International Youth Commission at SPEC—Miichela was the photographer |

Albans, during the week 9-15 August. It involves
a huge amount of organisation. Our Youth Worker, Michela
Notarianni will manage the organisation, assisted by Claire
Webster. The organising committee will consist of friars Ber-
nard O’Connor (Chairman), George Donaghy, Gianni No-
tarianni, along with Michela and Claire. The committee meets
each month.

In July and again in October the preparatory committee were
joined by the members of the Augustinian International Youth
Commission to discuss the shape and details of the event, shar-
ing the experiences of previous events.

The Province Youth Core team, consisting of young adults
who are active in the youth ministry and in organising our
local and national events, also meet and contribute towards the
week’s programme. From among them and others, a body of
volunteers will be formed for the week, to ensure the smooth
running of all the various activities. They have been to the
London Colney site to familiarise them with the local geogra-

phy.
Website

A website has been created: www.ayel0.org, which is a con-
venient and simple way of communicating with Augustinian
centres all over the world, containing practical information
concerning such as: registration forms, visa application, travel
agent for those wishing to tour afterwards, prices and news of
developments and activities in the UK.

Logo (as on front page)

The inner logo was designed by Gianni Notarianni OSA and
the outer map by David Broughton.

Theme and Programme

The theme of the week is 6 | cal l
activities of the week will be centred on that theme and devel-
opments of it in various contexts.

The day will begin with Mass before breakfast, Morning
Prayer, activities of various sorts. Each day has an aspect of
the overall theme: having travelled restlessly, rest in God; the
call to friendship—God the ice-breaker; who are my friends?;
old friends—history pointing to the future; renewing/healing
friendships—a day of reconciliation and celebrating forgive-
ness, and the final day—God is your friend.

The major liturgies of the week will be the opening welcoming
ceremony, Mass at Clare Priory and Mass on Saturday evening
to conclude the week.

There will be social events—a festival of nations, an English-
style garden fete, hog roast, a ceilidh. There will be an away-
day to Clare Priory, calling at Cambridge.

Solidarity fund

A desire was expressed from the beginning that some people
who have to travel great distances and might find the total cost
prohibitive, should be assisted by those willing and able to do
s0. Already there are links between parishes in our province
and individual parishes elsewhere. Fund-raising is being or-
ganised.

There is also a move to organise some fund-raising to assist the
Province in meeting the very considerable costs, over and
above whatever income there will be from payment of fees.

peace between man and God is an ordered obedience in faith, in subjection to an everlasting law;

yTdhewprayers ande n d s 6 .
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Spanish Summer Camp, La Vid, July 2009

In July this year 3 young adults from the Province spent 2 weeks
volunteering at a youth Summer Camp for run by Spanish Augus-
tinians at La Vid in the Burgos Region of Spain. Louise Murphy
(Harborne) worked with the 10-12-year-olds, Marcus Duffy
(Edinburgh) with the 13+ group and Anna Hornby (Clare) with the
youngest children.

They managed to transcend the language barriers and made lots of
" friends with whom they still keep contact.

‘Do Not Be Afraid!" Youth trip to Clare Priory, 4-6 August 2009

From 4-6 August 2009, 11 young people from Hammersmith and Hoxton
parishes travelled to Clare Priory for two nights, meeting up with other
teenagers from Clare parish. The theme of the retreat was 'Do not be
afraid!’, the phrase that Jesus uses most often in the Gospels.

The teenagers, all aged between 14-17, discussed their ideas, shared their
faith, cooked together, made rockets, played games and sports and made
new friends. At the end, one of the boys thanked the volunteers on be-
half of the group at the end and said it had made his summer holiday.
What he didn't know was that the teenagers, all great fun to be with, had
made our trip as well.

Italy calling!

Paul Kingston of Clare parish describes a week in San
Gimignano, organised by Becky Walker of Woodvale

A fundamental part of our daily experience at the Convento
was prayer, and a more conscious awareness of a religious
outlook on life. The culmination of the stay was certainly the
trip to the Augustinian sisters at Leccetto, led by one of the
San Gimignano friars, Fr. lan. The peaceful surroundings
there provided the space for prayer, discussion and reflection.

Looking back on our time at San Gimignano, the real reward
of the trip was that it provided the opportunity for eight
strangers to get to know and understand one another in a
Christian context. Not often do you get the chance to stand
back from your daily life, interests, and worries and share
time with like minded individuals. The Convento at San
Gimignano was central to that experience: it nurtured the
mind set. The openness and warmth of welcome that we re-
ceived there was memorable. Nevertheless, we were pretty
lucky with the group of people on the trip too. Everyone got
on - age was no barrier!

Eight strangers arrived; eight friends left.

Becky, the instigator of this successful trip should be proud.

The Road Show

To promote AYE, the organising team
are touring the Augustinian parishes of
our province, spending a weekend in
each place.

One of the team speaks at all the Masses

and there is a social event, built around
appropriate food, to which interested
young people are invited.

Encouraging numbers have come for-
ward and expressed interest, including
many from the rising generation, who
will form the core of the youth ministry

in future years.

It is hoped that, in each case, a local
group will take over, gradually build up
interest in coming to London Colney
next August and ...

...follow up AYE in a very positive way.

peace between men is an ordered agreement of mind with mind;
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AME

If one spoke of Amelia Mary Eliza-
beth Forsyth to the people of St Mary’s, Har-
borne, nobody would know who was being re-
ferred to. Ame: now everybody, every man,
woman and child knew who she was.

Ame died on 16 June at the age of 92, her age being the worst
kept secret in the parish. It was the question nobody dared ask,
because Ame regarded her age, a mere number, as irrelevant and
she carried on regardless, but of course the parish sleuths soon
put two and two together.

She lived across the road from the church. From the age of 14
she served the church with a dedication that was surely unique.
She began by working the bellows for the church organ,
graduated to cleaning spilt wax from candles carried by the altar
boys, then took charge of the church flowers, started the St
Mary’s piety stall, which still flourishes. She eventually became
the sacristan, in which position she became known to all the
parishioners and to every visiting friar.

She was meticulous in her service and demanded likewise—
’demanded’ is the word—from everybody else. Her policy was
that only the best is good enough for the affairs of God.
Everything had to be just right, and Ame knew what that meant.

She had a complete understanding of the intricacies of the needs
of the liturgy—the appropriate vestments, the details of the
calendar and different grades of feasts, where to find the place in
the Missal and the Lectionary, what happens when two feasts
coincide! Ame knew the answers.

Ame paid her first visit to Lourdes in 1939, and returned in 1950
and every year afterwards until 2008, until it became a physical
impossibility for her. She started the Lourdes fund, which
enabled one or several parishioners to go to Lourdes each year.

She had, of course, life outside the church. She was educated at
St Paul’s Grammar School, went into her father’s business, was
called up to the Auxiliary Police during the war, doing
secretarial work (during which she was taught to use a firearm!)
where she remained until 1960, when she went as administrator
at an old people’s home in Moseley. She loved her gardening
and enjoyed dancing, taking up ballet. When in her later frailty
she occasionally fell, she insisted that her ballet had taught her
how to fall without injury!

Throughout everything, her faith was at the heart of her life. She
was at daily Mass and holy communion, throughout her working
life and afterwards. Her dedication was recognised when she
received the ‘Bene Merenti’ medal and became an Augustinian
affiliate. In her final days, her holy communion was so
important to her and a great consolation. During her final
illness, the strong, assertive Ame became gentle, appreciative,
cooperative—a good patient.

In her latter years, she gradually became enfeebled, but showed
her fighting spirit. It was painful to watch her trying to carry
chalices etc. onto the sanctuary and working her way up the few
steps. In hospital, she asked a visitng friar, ‘I hope they are
washing your alb’ and on being re-assured, still seemed doubtful
that it would be done properly.

While her sister Jean, was recuperating from a hip replacement
at St Joseph’s with the Little Sisters, Ame visited her and
expressed her admiration for the home, the beautiful room etc.
When somebody plucked up the courage to enquire whether she
might consider going in there herself, she replied, ‘Yes, I might
think of it, when | retire.” She was then 91. That was Ame.

May she rest in peace.

It has been difficult to get hold of a photograph of Ame.
This is the best we can do—she is second from the
right. It was when she was affiliated to the Augustinian
Order by Fr Martin Nolan OSA, former Prior General.

In any case, it enables us remember with affection and
gratitude two other great stalwarts of the Harborne par-
ish and community, Bill Reilly on the far right and Rose
Carroll, who were also affiliated to the Order, and both

of whom have since died.

May they rest in peace. Amen.

the peace of a home is the ordered agreement among those who live together;
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Fr Michael Kelly OSA

principal

The o6Daily Sketcho,
ing his funeral. Paul Graham OSA intro-

t he tabl oi

The 'SAINT OF THE SLUMS' is how the Daily Sketch
of January 31, 1914 described Fr Michael Kelly OSA.
He had laboured untiringly for the poor of Hoxton from
1864, when St Monica's was founded, to 1914, the year
of his untimely death due to an accident on his way to
baptise a sickly infant in a local workhouse. Thousands
turned out for his funeral, including local Anglican
clergy and Jews; and his death merited coverage on the
entire front page of the Daily Sketch, the principal tab-
loid of the day, and an obituary in the New York Times.

Michael Kelly, from Inistioge in Co. Kilkenny, was ordained
in Kilkenny Cathedral in 1863 and soon after ordination sent
to Hoxton as the youngest member of the founding commu-
nity. He remained there for the rest of his priestly life. Clearly
a remarkable man, he established St Monica's School in 1867,
becoming its Manager and fund-raiser. At one point he mort-
gaged the priory in order to raise funds for a new school build-
ing, which was opened in 1908. Also in 1867, during a par-
ticularly hard winter, he set up a Relief Committee to help the
poor. Having had their plea for help turned down by the local
vicar and his committee, Fr Kelly and his lay helpers went
higher and were given £100 by the Lord Mayor of the City of
London, later to be increased by another £50. Over 2,500 peo-
ple were helped with 'Bread, Butchers' Meat, Grocery and
Coals', as it says in the docket Fr Kelly presented to the Lord
Mayor to account for how the money was spent.

His work for the poor of Hoxton was acknowledged by Pope form, he donated his Jubilee gift of £364 to paying off the

Pius IX when in 1874, on a visit to Rome, he was granted an
honorary D.D. He is said to have baptised over 7,000 children
and to have celebrated more weddings than any other priest in
London. His reputation was such that in 1910 he was asked by
the Archdiocese of Westminster to give evidence on behalf of
the Catholic poor to the Royal Commission on Divorce and
Matrimonial Causes. At his Golden Jubilee in 1913, Protes-
tants and Jews, as well as parishioners participated. True to

debt of the school.

A local Catholic historian, Jean Olwen Maynard, has written a
short life of Fr Kelly, someone she knew nothing about until
he began appearing 'on the edges of my research’, she said.
The Gulbenkian Foundation, recently moved to Hoxton
Square, has agreed to fund the printing and publishing of a
booklet on Fr Kelly, which will appear in due course.

Outreach across the Borders

That the Augustinians are a world-wide family is expressed by the practical support that is given across the borders of province/
country/continent. The following are a few examples, mostly associated with our home-base.

A friar from Chulucanas in Peru, Delfio Lopez is assigned to the community at San Gimignano, along with Brian Lowery and lan
Wilson.

The twinning of Clare parish with Baba Dogo has been long standing.

More recently, Woodvale parish has undertaken to support the parish of Ishiara in Kenya, served by David Fitzgerald OSA. St
Augustine’s, Hammersmith has supported the parish of St Monica Kisumu in Kenya, which is run by the Augustinians and suffered
during the post-election riots of 2008 and is planning to enable the parish be represented at the AYE next summer.

St Joseph’s, Broomhouse supports the Scottish-based Mary’s Meals, which provide a meal at school for children in poor areas of
Africa, a meal with the added advantage of enticing the children to come to school.

The headquarters of the Order in Rome has a solidarity fund. They recently approved assistance for a friary in Kospice, Slovakia, a
chapel in Bolivia, reconstruction of the nuns’ house in I’Aquila (severely damaged by the earthquake last April), expansion of the
clinic in Baba Dogo, construction of a wall around the house of theology in Kinshasa, Congo, and most recently a substantial grant
to Solidarity with Southern Sudan, an intercongregational project of some 80 religious communities.

the peace of the Heavenly City is a perfectly ordered and perfectly harmonious fellowship in God,

d

of
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Gianni Notarianni OSA has recently been awarded an MA degree in Fine Arts by the Slade School
of Art. We asked him to write how he sees the relation of art to ministry and religious life.

Serious Play

The Sculptor Richard Serra said that serious artists,
unlike most adults, never lost the ability to play. Well,
that i s exactly what | 6ve
at the Slade School of Art for the last two yearsd
serious play.

Each weekday | travelled to Gower Street, following in
the footsteps of famous artists such as Paul Nash,
Stanley Spencer (literallyd | walked the same route
that Spencer used to walk from Euston Square sta-
tion), and Anthony Gormley. Once there | shared one
of several large studios with up to fifteen artists, and
made paintings. Under the guidance of established
contemporary artists, including Bruce Maclean as
Head of Painting, | brushed, mixed, poured, dripped,
glazed and rolled paint on to canvas, wood, steel and
aluminium. At Art College the rules are there to be
broken. Experimentation is preferred to conserving
traditions. Needless to sayd Art College is no semi-
nary.

Some may have reasonably questioned the value of sending the
youngest member of the Province to Art College, rather than
studying a subject more immediately connected with our minis-
tries—especially when older members were rightly hoping for a
chance to hand on some of the workload of existing apostolates.
So was it worth it?

| say—yes. Firstly, there is the goodness of this creative play.
The painter Chuck Close says it is the ability to go into things
deeply. Playing around with materials, with the observations of
the material world is a form of contemplation. John Paul Il be-
lieved Art gave the world hope; its potential beauty can stop the

world sinking into despair. Hans Urs Von Balthasar also empha-
sised the importance of Art and the need for a deeper appreciation
of Beauty in the Church. Rowan Williams sees a connection be-
tween the priest and the artist; both preside over a transformation
of the material world into spiritual realities. Reflecting on the
wigde of hu re, hich t

8 orrg S Leg]v?(;'J s%alélIJ tha’[@C\L‘JYltg;a ﬁtlvmes such as art,
brlng us to the “suburbs of Jerusalem”.

And that leads into my second point. The Prior General reminded
us at our Chapter, that we Augustinians come from a tradition of
men and women who have lived on the margins (or perhaps the
suburbs) — of the Church and of society; the interface between
religion and culture. The mendicant orders emerged from a desire
to bring the values of the monastery into the heart of the new cit-
ies in Europe, and all that went with them. The new friars may
not have been of the world but they were certainly in it. They
complemented the hierarchical Church structure by offering a
communal way of life willing to engage with the world around it.
Today it is our turn to carry that tradition forward. We too can
alter the largely secular landscape that surrounds the Church in
Europe. Many fellow art students were impressed to see a priest
and friar at Art College. They found it refreshing and forward
thinking of us to allow me to be there — for most it was their first
time meeting a priest.

| believe the two years of playing with paint at the Slade was
worth it. By meeting other artists | now have the chance to de-
velop a creative community with them; to bring the Church and
Art World a little closer. 1 am extremely grateful to Fr David and
his Council for allowing me to take the course and to my former
community in Hammersmith for the support they gave. | also
appeal to us as a Province - now is not the time to go back to play-
ing safe. Now is the time to be creative with our lives and minis-
tries

Back to the home of the
Augustinian Family.

Klsua AtStS arg tEUtt empt

Recently, a group from the Australian Province concluded a pilgrimage to Augustinian sites mostly in Italy with a visit
to where it all began in North Africa, Hippo, now known as Annaba in Algeria.

Hippo / Annaba was the heart of the diocese where Augustine was bishop for most of his life following his conver-
sion. There still remains there the church, the centre of the diocese, still in the care of the Augustinians, but, until re-
cently not easily of access to outsiders.

Peter Jones OSA wrote his impressions. Fr Raphael Abilla OSA (of the Maltese Province) is the only friar in the land of Augustine
and has been alone for some time (7 years). ‘I was moved by his faith, humility, appreciation of community and his courage. He
spoke of the value of a ministry of presence of the Order in the place where Augustine was Bishop for 35 years. | also reflected on
the value of his ministry of friendship with the people of Algeria among whom he lives.’

Fr Raphael ministers to a small group of Christians. Tomorrow, he says is in God’s hands.
learnt from Arabic people, especially about patience and acceptance of God’s Will.

It has now been announced from the General Curia that two friars from Chulucanas in Peru, at present studying in St Monica’s
Rome, Jose Manuel Vizcarra and Pascual Cordova, will join Fr Raphael after their ordination to deaconate.

He acknowledges how much he has

the peace of the whole universe is the tranquillity of order.




